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SUBJECT: SAUDI ARABIA JOINS ILO 

SUMMARY: SAUDI ARABIA HAS JOINED THE INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR ORGANIZATION (ILO) WITHIN THE PAST WEEK. THIS STEP 
WOULD MOST PROBABLY HAVE NOT OCCURRED UNDER KING FAYSAL 
AND IT HAS POTENTIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR US VIEW OF ILO. END 
SUMMARY. 

1, WE HAVE JUST LEARNED FROM AN EXCELLENT SOURCE THAT 
SAUDI ARABIA HAS INFORMED THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANI- 
ZATION THAT IT WISHES TO JOIN THAT ORGANIZATION AS A FULL- 
FLEDGED MEMBER. IT WILL LIKELY BE ACCREDITED TO OBSERVER 
STATUS UNTIL THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING OF THE ORGANIZATION. 
THE HEAD OF THE ILO IS EXPECTED TO VISIT THE COUNTRY 

LATER THIS YEAR OR EARLY 1976. 

2. THE DECISION WAS APPARENTLY BASED ON THE RECOMMENDATION 
OF THE TECHNICIANS IN THE MINISTRY OF LABOR AND SOCIAL 
AFFAIRS. AND PARTICULARLY THE BELIEF OF DIRECTOR GENERAL 
MOHAMMED FAYEZ, THAT SAG HAD MUCH TO GAIN FROM TRAINING 
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APPLICATION FOR ILO ASSISTANCE IN VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
IS EXPECTED TO BE MADE SHORTLY. 

3. COUPLED WITH THE CONTINUED AND INCREASING IMPORTANCE 
OF THE GERMAN EFFORT IN THE FIELD OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION, 
AND THE UN PRE-VOCATIONAL TRAINING INSTITUTIONS (ONE OF 
WHICH WAS JUST OPENED AT DAMMAM), THE USE OF ILO EXPERTS 
WILL HAVE TO BE PHASED IN WITH THE MASSIVE US JOINT COM 
MISSION EFFORT NOW BEING EVALUATED IN WASHINGTON. 

4. OUR SOURCE POINTED OUT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS CHANGE 
IN ATTITUDE TOWARD WHAT KING FAYSAL HAD CONSIDERED TO BE 
A DISRUPTIVE AND RADICAL INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION. IN 
ADDITION TO THE INTERNAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS DECISION, 

THE APPEARANCE LATER THIS YEAR OR EARLY NEXT OF THE HEAD 
OF THE ILO IN SAUDI ARABIA WILL BE SYMBOLIC OF SAUDI 
ARABIA'S ASSUMPTION OF THE ROLE FORMERLY PLAYED BY 
THE U.S. IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

5. EMBASSY WOULD BE INTERESTED IN AN INR OR DEPARTMENT 
OF LABOR EVALUATION OF THIS DEVELOPMENT. 
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